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DHARMA

•	 Concern for others

•	 Work beyond duty

•	 Pursuit of excellence 

•	 Reaching as many poor as possible

MISSION

Empowering rural communities in India 

and supporting them in their struggle to 

eradicate poverty, suffering and injustice.

VISION
A caring, just and equitable society



*RDT Bathalapalli Hospital is managed by our local partner RDT

EXECUTIVE 
DIRTOR’S  
MESSAGE
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The status of healthcare in rural areas 
largely represents the status of the 
health situation of the country, especially 
in a country like India where the more 
than 70% of the population live in the 
rural areas. The expenditure on health 
is more expensive and the poverty-
stricken rural communities find it difficult 
to get their ailments cured. Our hospital 
provides quality primary healthcare at 
nominal charges and it has proved to 
be beneficial for the poor people in this 
region.

Traditionally, sicknesses have 
been cured initially by homemade 
remedies and cultural practices. Most 
of the rural people only go to the 
local medical practitioners when the 
household remedies fail to bring relief. 
Unfortunately sometimes this practice 
can have dangerous consequences. 

Since our hospital is located in a remote 
area, close to many villages, the rate of 
late arrival to the hospital has reduced 
comparatively. One of our focus areas is 
to spread awareness about healthcare.

At Kanekal Hospital, we provide primary 
healthcare and initial stabilization to 
the patient. When necessary we refer 
them to RDT Bathalapalli hospital* for 
further management. We work in close 
association with the Government to 
improve our healthcare services and 
reach.  The Tuberculosis diagnostic 
centre at our hospital is recognized by 
the government.

Rural India has historically sufferered 
a lack of medical professionals and 
facilities resulting on poor access to health 
care. One of the worst repercussions of 
poverty is poor health, falling sick often 
and slow rate of recovery due to poor 
diet, lack of resources and insufficient 
money to spend on healthcare. 
Moreover the scarce medical facilities 
in rural areas adds to the burden. For 
years, people have depended on local 
remedies, prayers and superstitions 
rather than seeking medical care on 
priority. Even today, many children 
and adults die of curable and treatable 
diseases - a challenge that we have 
been continuously working on. 
 
Our Primary Health Centre at Kanekal 
treats more than 250 patients every 
day. Also weekly medical camps and 
awareness sessions are conducted 

by our team of qualified and trained 
medical staff. 

It is an honour for me to be associated 
with WDT, a unique health centre that 
has been working hard for a long time 
now, to improve people’s health and 
knowledge and gain their confidence.

Many people have asked, “Why 
Kanekal? Why in  such a remote 
place?”. It is true that it would have 
been way easier to build this facility in 
another location but that would not have 
served our main goal: Facilitate access 
to quality health care for people living in 
rural areas, the same way as the urban 
population has access to such services.
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Ms. Anne Ferrer
WDT Executive Director

Dr. Durgesh Tadepalli 
Director, WDT Hospital Kanekal

Ensuring healthcare for all Healthcare: Lifeline of the nation



KANEKAL HOSPITAL
In 2001, WDT Hospital in Kanekal was started with the aim to bring quality 
healthcare services to the marginalised population in rural areas. This 
primary-level hospital has been providing essential medical care according to 
the needs of the people with a focus on children, women and people with chronic  
illneses. People in rural areas are sometimes not aware about the various risks 
which leads to chronic and worsening health conditions and the importance of 
proper follow ups. This is why the hospital lays emphasis on health education, 
nutrition and awareness.

 The departments in the hospital are:

	

The hospital is equipped with essential services like 24/7 pharmacy, laboratory 
and X-ray. It also provides counselling to people living with HIV and TB.

 

•	  General Medicine
•	  Obstetrics and Gynaecology
•	  Paediatrics
•	  Dental
•	  Ophthalmology*

462
Institutional 
deliveries

250
People 

treated daily 

2019-20
in 

FIGURES

59%
of users 

are women 

180
Cataract 
surgeries

5,699
Dental 

surgeries

25,652 
Paediatric 

consultations

4,206
 HIV patients under 

ARV therapy

7,757
People under 

diabetes programme 
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Breaking Stereotypes, Fighting HIV
One of the challenges that Varalakshmi faces is breaking the 

stigma around HIV. 

Intervention and Intensive care

One such case is that of Lakshmi 
Devi, the mother of a 13-day old 
baby.

“We received a call from a nearby 
hospital about a sick newborn baby 
in critical condition. We prepared the 
warmer and a non-rebreathing mask 
and ourselves to receive the child. 
The initial two hours of the life support 
for the newborn was essential in the 
treatment we provided,” explains Dr. 
Durgesh.

“I was clueless if my child would 
survive but the doctors at Kanekal 
made sure that my baby was safe and 

healthy. I feel relieved that my baby is 
recovering,” says Lakshmi Devi 

The pediatrics department has treated 
over 25,652 patients in the year 2019-
2020 and the number goes up to 80-85 
patients per day. 

The inpatient department has 18 
beds and 6 warmers in the Neonatal 
Intensive care unit (NICU) 

The patients and people around 
them have zero knowledge about 
this medical condition. Lack of 
awareness and misconceptions about 
HIV are one of the main reasons for 
stigma the society puts across. 

“I spend about 8 hours in the hospital 
and counsel around 20-30 people 
individually and in groups with the family 
members,”  explains Varalakshmi who 
is a counsellor at the hospital. 

Her main task is to explain about HIV 
to the patients and give them social 
and emotional support. 

She states that it is a herculean task to 
educate the family members because 
of the existing stigma.

“In the beginning I was treated harshly 
by my family but over a period of time 
with counselling, they understood 
about the disease. The counselors at 
Kanekal hospital gave me courage and 
support. I do not feel shameful about 
my condition anymore,”  says one of 
the patient who has been receiving HIV 
treatment  and counselling since 2005.
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The paediatrics department in Kanekal Hospital provides support 
and emergency services to young mothers and their newborns. 
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EVENTS IN KANEKAL 
HOSPITAL

• Over 100 people participated in the Breast 
feeding day celebrated on 7th of August, 
2019. A session for the staff and patients was 
organized to raise awareness about myths 
related to breast feeding. 

• On world AIDS day (1st December, 2019), 
an awareness session was held on myths, 
misconceptions, importance of the treatment 
and adherence to it. All the staff, patients and 
general public were encouraged to attend it. 

• In the two health camps conducted, over 107 
people were given family medicine checkup  
and  over 127 children were provided with 
basic pediatric checkups. 

GOVERNANCE
WDT BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MS. DOREEN REDDY, chairperson
MS. ANNE FERRER, trustee
MS. VISHA FERRER, trustee
MS. DEENA KUMARI, trustee
MS. KEJIA RANI, trustee
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Women Development Trust (WDT) is 
registered under the Indian Registration 
Act, 1908 and 12A of the Income Tax Act
. 
Donation to WDT are exempt under 
section 80G of the Income Tax Act. 

WDT is registered under FCRA. 

Women Development Trust 

Bangalore Road
Ananthapuram 515001
Andhra Pradesh, India. 

For more information: 

Phone:+91-8554-275606
+91-8554-275727
Email: wdtatp@gmail.com
Website: https://wdtfvf.org/
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